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SOUTH WEST NATIVE TITLE NEGOTIATIONS 
Petition 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.07 pm]: I have a lengthy petition with 
four signatures that has been certified as complying with the standing orders of the house. It reads in the 
following manner — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say we are the traditional owners namely the Nyoongar people and it is our will to 
oppose and stop the South West settlement. We say: 

1. The Nyoongar people want the CEO, Chairpersons, Executive Board members and staff at 
SWALSC to stop representing our heritage and land interests with government: 

• Under Nyoongar Lore we elect the Elders to be our representative body to 
negotiate for our heritage and land interests with the State Government and other 
parties. 

2. The Nyoongar people insist that Government and SWALSC cease negotiations to register the 
South West settlement deal: 

• SWALSC has not consulted extensively with the Nyoongar community. 
The Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) document is 850 pages and the legal 
terminology makes it impossible for Nyoongar people (eighteen years and over) to 
read and attain an informed decision on how to vote. It is unconscionable and 
manifestly unfair to expect Nyoongar people to agree to the content of the 
documents when they do not understand the legal contents. 

• We assert that the information sessions provided by SWALSC to the 
Nyoongar Community amounts to undue influences and unconscionable conduct. 

• Independent legal advice offered by SWALSC is not independent because the 
barrister offered is already working with SWALSC and as such is not independent 
legal advice. 

3. Nyoongar people demand that SWALSC stop using the names and signatures of Elders, 
claimants, the negotiating team, board and working group members and deceased family 
names to manipulate and influence the ‘yes’ vote for the negotiations. 

4. Nyoongar people are purposely disadvantaged by SWALSC’s unfair requirements to attend the 
authorisation meeting: 
• The process used for the Authorisation meetings is illegal under Aboriginal Lore. 

The meetings are from 8am to 10.30am in various locations in the South West and do 
not allow for travel time. Nyoongar people cannot submit an absentee vote. 
Nyoongar Elders and the community in general have frequently expressed their 
concerns to SWALSC about the above issues. The CEO at SWALSC has refused to 
address these issues. 

This petition is supported by many Nyoongar Elders, claimants, negotiating team, board and working 
group members who want SWALSC to stop representing our heritage and land interests and the land 
settlement negotiations with Government. 
We now ask the Legislative Assembly to call on the Barnett Government to stop the South West Native 
Title negotiations with the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council. 

As I said, this petition is certified as complying with standing orders, and is signed by four petitioners. It is 
accompanied by other documents in support of the petition, with 485 signatures that do not comply, and I will 
pass them on to the government. 
[See petition 225.]  
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